Appendix 1:  Research Log 1

Evaluating Internet Resources / Using Lexis-Nexis

Name: 










Section and Professor’s Name: 







Date: 











I.  Getting Started with Google (http://www.google.com/)

1. Write down as many words, phrases, or images you associate with education (think about grade, middle, and high school or college life).  Consider how education is portrayed in the media (e.g., in movies, television, music). Also think about how your family and friends describe or talk about education.  Consider ideas both inside and outside of the classroom.

2. Based on your lists above, what aspect of education would you like to research the most?   Write a down a narrow and focused research question based on this topic.

3. What are the important keywords and phrases in this research question?

4. Come up with as many synonyms as you can for your key words and phrases and write them down.

5. Use Google’s Basic Search to research your question and find a website for your next essay.  Copy the search terms below exactly as you entered them into Google.

6. Browse through a few sites on the first page.  Which site is the most relevant to your research question?  Why? Be specific.

II. Evaluating Websites

1. Title and Address 

Pick one web site among your Google search results that you’d like to use for your next essay. 

· What is the title of the site and its URL (address)?

2. Authority and Affiliation

· Who is the author or sponsoring institution / organization listed on the webpage? 

· Is this website a government site?  That is, does it have a URL that ends in .gov?  

· If it isn’t a government site, go to Network Solutions (http://www.netsol.com) to find out who owns the site.  Write down the owner of the site and the contact information.

·  Do you think this person or organization is a credible source of information?  Why or why not? Be specific

3. Timeliness

· When was the page first published or last updated?

· Does the date matter? Why or why not?  Be specific.

4. Coverage 

· What questions do you have about the topic that the website does not answer? Be specific. (“No questions” is not an acceptable answer.)

5. Final Analysis 

· Do you think your professor would want you to use this page? Why or why not? Be specific.

III.  Lexis - Nexis

At the WVU Libraries' homepage (http://www.libraries.wvu.edu), under Popular Databases select Lexis-Nexis.  Make sure you use Guided News Search for this exercise.

For this exercise, you’ll find a newspaper article for your next essay.

1. Write down your search terms exactly as you entered them into the LexisNexis search.

2. How many records are found?  ________________________

3. Are these results too few, too many, or just right?  Explain why.

4. Skim through your results and choose a news article you’d like to use for your essay.  Write down its information:

Name of the newspaper: __________________________________________

Issue Date: _______

Section: _________

Length: __________

Headline: __________________________________________

Byline: __________________________________________

5. Why would this be a good article for your essay?  Be specific.
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For this exercise, you’ll search MountainLynx Catalog, go to a WVU Library, find two books, and evaluate their usefulness for your next essay.

Go to the MountainLynx Catalog at http://mountainlynx.lib.wvu.edu
1. Select Assisted Search and write down the words/phrases exactly as you typed them in the blanks:

How many books did this search retrieve?






2. From your list of results, select one book that is “Not Checked Out” and write down the following information:

Author(s)/Editor(s): 










Title: 












Publisher: 











Date & place of publication: 








Call Number: 










3. Go the Library and find the book.  Look over the table of contents, the index, and skim the Preface or Introduction chapter; this method is a good way to get an understanding of a book’s content.

4. Now write a well-developed paragraph, using specific reasons, why or why not this book would be a good choice for your essay.  Discuss how the information in the book will or won’t help you answer your research question.

5. Browse the other books shelved nearby.  Write down the information of one additional book that might be a good source for your essay:

Author(s)/Editor(s): 










Title: 












Publisher: 











Date & place of publication: 








Call Number: 










6. Review the book as you did in question 3.  Now write a well-developed paragraph, using specific reasons, why or why not this book would be a good choice for your essay.  Discuss how the information in the book will or won’t help you answer your research question.
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Finding Articles
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For this activity, you’ll search 3 databases for articles, choose two articles, and evaluate their usefulness for your next essay.

1. Choose 3 databases to search.  (Remember that EbscoHost isn’t a database as such, but a collection of databases.  You can pick databases within EbscoHost, like Academic Search Premier.)

What 3 databases did you choose and why did you choose them?  Please be specific; think about how the scope of the databases relate to your research question.

2. What search terms did you use for each database?

3. Where you satisfied with your results?  Why or why not?  Please be specific.

4. Which database seemed to be the most helpful?  Please be specific.

5. Choose two articles from your results.  Write down the full citation information for each article.

ARTICLE 1

Author: 










Title of the article: 









Name of the journal/magazine: 







Volume number: 


    Issue number: 




Page number:  


    Date of issue:  




Today’s date (when the article was retrieved): 





Read or carefully skim the article.  Now write a well-developed paragraph, using specific reasons, why or why not this article would be a good choice for your essay.  Discuss how the information in the article will or won’t help you answer your research question.

ARTICLE 2

Author: 










Title of the article: 









Name of the journal/magazine: 







Volume number: 


    Issue number: 




Page number:  


    Date of issue:  




Today’s date (when the article was retrieved): 





Read or carefully skim the article.  Now write a well-developed paragraph, using specific reasons, why or why not this article would be a good choice for your essay.  Discuss how the information in the article will or won’t help you answer your research question.

Appendix 4: Grading Rubrics for Research Logs 1, 2, & 3

Rubric for Research Log 1: Evaluating Internet Resources/Using Lexis-Nexis

Excellent (A)
Completely answers all of the questions; answers to analytical questions are well-developed, original, providing detailed and specific reasons to support claims.

Good (B)
Completely answers all of the questions; answers to analytical questions are developed and detailed, providing general reasons to support claims.

Fair (C)
The answers are acceptable. The student needs to spend more time or thought on the assignment. Answers to analytical questions are too general and need to be more specific to support claims.

Minimal (D)
The answers are unacceptable.  Certain parts may be unfinished or the answers are unsatisfactory

Inadequate (F)
The student did not turn in the assignment OR the assignment does not represent the student’s own original work.

Rubric for Research Log 2: Finding Books

Excellent (A)
Clearly identifies two books to examine, providing AT LEAST THREE distinct reasons why the first book interests them. Demonstrates that they know how to use a good book to find additional books or sources.

Good (B)
Clearly identifies two books to examine, providing AT LEAST TWO distinct reasons why the first book interests them. Demonstrates that they know how to use a good book to find additional books or sources.

Fair (C)
Identifies two books to examine, providing AT LEAST ONE distinct reason why the first book interests them. Demonstrates that they know how to use a book to find additional books or sources.

Minimal (D)
Identifies one book to examine, providing no reason why the first book interests them. Does not complete Part 4.

Inadequate (F)
The student did not turn in the assignment OR the assignment does not represent the student’s own original work.

Rubric for Research Log 3: Finding Articles

Excellent (A)
Completely answers all of the questions; identifies THREE articles. Provides multiple, specific, and detailed reasons why or why not sources are considered relevant.

Good (B)
Completely answers all of the questions; identifies THREE articles. Provides good general reasons why or why not sources are considered relevant.

Fair (C)
Completely answers all of the questions; identifies TWO articles. Reasons for the results' relevancy too general and not specific.

Minimal (D)
Identifies ONE article. Does not adequately explain why or why not results are relevant.

Inadequate (F)
The student did not turn in the assignment OR the assignment does not represent the student’s own original work.
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